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Whatis a PDA?

Personal Digital Assistant
electronic organizer or day planner

capable of sharing information with your
PC
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Personal Digital Assistant
electronic organizer or day planner
capable of sharing information with your PC
Lightweight
Handheld computer


What does a PDA doe

® PIM

® Internet

© GPS

® multimedia software
© multimedia players
© cell phones
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PIM (personal information management)
contacts, appointments, and to-do lists
connect to the Internet
act as global positioning system GPS devices
run multimedia software
Word, Excel, Internet Explorer and Outlook
multimedia players
cell phones



Types of P

® Palm PDA
© Pocket PCs
® Smartphones

DAS
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Palm PDAs
Pocket PCs
Smartphones



hat does a PDA look like?




How does a PDA worke

@ special hardware
® pen-based computer software enable
@ liquid crystal display screen
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special hardware and pen-based computer software enable the recognition of handwritten input, which is entered on the surface of a liquid crystal (it can be easily modified with corresponding changes in the optical properties) display screen



How are PDASs used?@

® In a classro

® On a field trip

® Out of school

® students can easily share their work and ideas
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In a classroom 
	participatory simulations (participatory simulations, students don’t watch the simulation—they enact the simulation )
On a field trip
	 taking water quality measurements at a stream
Out of school
	furthering work on an assignment while waiting to be picked up after soccer practice, or writing a report at home. 
beaming a spreadsheet with a data table to a fellow student in class








Advantages

technology can be integrated throughout the curriculum

Technology can be used at the precise time and place that
it can have the greatest impact on learning.

PEP teachers reported greater student engagement
more effective collaboration
Increased student autonomy

they provide a very useful means of accessing reference
material

handhelds allow teachers to move from whole-class to small-
group to individual activities naturally

Interactive quizzes and exercises
Instant, in-class feedback on understanding
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By providing a handheld computer to each student, technology can be integrated throughout the curriculum and used at the precise time and place that it can have the greatest impact on learning. 
The PEP (Palm Education Pioneer) program showed that handheld technology has a beneficial impact on the classroom learning environment. PEP teachers reported greater student engagement, more effective collaboration, and increased student autonomy when handheld computers are thoughtfully integrated into the classroom. 

handhelds allow teachers to move from whole-class to small-group to individual activities as naturally as if they were using no technology at all 
they provide a very useful means of accessing reference material 
they act as a study aid via interactive quizzes and exercises 
when associated with a wireless connection, they can provide instant, in-class feedback to tutors on understanding 



Disadvantages

Students may attempt to use beaming to
cheat on exams or beam inappropriate
materials

lack of “broadcast” beaming

battery run-down can cause loss of data
and applications

stylus input is not always the most effective
method

security of personal information
they are easily damaged, lost or stolen
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Students may attempt to use beaming to cheat on exams or beam inappropriate materials 
lack of “broadcast” beaming (beaming to the entire class at once) 
battery run-down can cause loss of data and applications 
battery life decreases dramatically if add-on cards are used, or wireless communications are enabled 
stylus input is only suitable for short notes, simple diagrams and selecting options on the screen  
users without a desktop or laptop computer have to be provided with synchronising stations so that the PDA can be updated with data or applications or both 
security of personal information is a major issue, particularly for medical and nursing education 
they are easily damaged, lost or stolen 
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